qgkg ene isn!t geing to wait ferever feor a time when everything is
clear., It's mere a matter of scale and realising that these things
cannet easily Pe serted eout at a micrescepic scale, er maybe that
they can enly be serted sut at a micrescepic scale. The thing is
that witheut readers and witheut editing the text it isn't zeing te
ge anywhere, But if I was geing te sit there talking about the ins
and euts eof sompesitien then I would de writing a ocempositien beek,
whereas I think what I am geing fer is an argument te the effect that
it deesn't mecessarily make semse te dry te sit everything inte a
bunch of jeurnal articles, and 2ven if it did, that material weuld
have te come frem semewhere, This is a reasenably cegent argiment
slready, se my peint is that trying te figure eut what we have been
talking abeut here intuitively is worth taking seme time with, It
isn't geing te be completely ebvieus just frem reading the eutline

or fellewing the chats, That is all well and geed but it seems te

me that what the disceurse is, actually, cevers quite a lot of

other kinds of greund, Take, fer example, listening te peeple, What
might it have te do with research ir mathematics to sit in a meeting
and listen te semeone talk? Or, what might be the relatienship between
mathematics and Buddhism? Listening te yeurself talk and grew silent,

I am net planning te answer all of these questiens right away,
and I am net even sure they are the most important questiens., It
alse seems impertent te make a distinction between somesne who tries
te make a start ef semething because they have entered inte a jeurney
of expleratien, and semeene who is arregant and self-impertant witheut
having sctually deme much of amything, Pe imsist that peeple sheuld
only speak up when they have sompleted their jeurney is net a sensidle
strategy. Hewever, semeene whe sets sut en a8 jeurney with a semse of
humility rather than a sense of braggadeccle is neticeably a different
kind of persen,

It therefere seems te me that it would make sense te begin with amn
iptuitive and yet dispassienate asgay of what's there, thinking abeut
it frem the point of view of semesne whe is feeling their way threugh
the materisl rather thar semeene whe is leeking at it and trying.te
make sense of it 811 in ene mement,

It is alse net emtirely clear that it makes sense te marrste this
stery threugh subtweeting peeple whe exist in real l1life, or by creating
a vyeman & clef, even if it is using thé chrematic pallette, I already
did semething like that ence, What we don's yet ¥new ip whe eor what
the majer characters will be or what their landscape leesks like or how
they interact, We definitely den't knew hew this will ge esver with a
publie. But I thimk we can make seme ebservasioens abeut the precess.

Pirst of all I think we cam agree at the sutset that this thing
needs te De writtem & few times te get a Teel for 1%, JFe ome writds
semething like this witheut thinking it threugh in the form of netes
and drafts, or witheut talking it ever with peeple ox the way, 1PeoPle
aight marsge te write other things in that fashien, but thai dedsn't
make it semething te aspire te: a kind of clesed medel of preductien,

Rather we can leek instead at netiens ef epen werks and epen
werksheps., There will at seme peint de seme trips te the libzary and
maybe alse the art musevm imvelved, There will prebably be several
chsnges of fermat, and seme changes in readership: ene weuld hepe, right,
that the tepies tBat are discussed might grew Peyend a niche interest,
This seems t® be ore of the ways in which I have beemn thinking about
things slightly imcerrectly lately, White it mekes sense te leek at
the ways in which schelarly cemmunities de gatekeeping, that deesn't
mean that in erder te Pe a preductive schelar I sheuld ge lesking areund
for a friemdly-seeming gatekeeper, Actually I am starting by new fer
slmest 20 years te 1lese all patience with that way of werking, This
is why I thimk it is Bigh time teo make a start of pushing seme thinmgs



eut there in a fermat that makes sense frem the point of view of
expressien, and alse the peint of view of linking and annetatien,

It deesmn't seen te me that this is necessarily cerrupt er fatueus

Just becauge it empleys metheds frem freewritimg er artistic ereativity,
Neither does it seem te me that these methods add any special Term

of valerisatiem im their ewn right, We can see, seme 500 days later,
whether we have actually getten amymhere or net. Maybe it's just a
Paean te a burning werld, Maybe it's a narrative, In any case what
deesn't seem te work is te regard it asx amy eme thimg im particular

at the beginning, That much seems clear, GSe for example ome sheuld

net make the agssumptien that it is either single-auther er multi-auther,
One sheuld met make the agsumptien that it is either schelarly er
Pepular; secular or religieus, -Ome sheuld net even make the assumptien
that it mskes semse or has anything te say; er that it feesn't, -This
sert of men-cemmital stance geems particularly impertant at the eutset
if we are indeed going te combine am open-minded appreach te writing
with 3 rather structured appreach te WRITING,

‘Withput any particular sense of where things are going, mevertheless,
ene calk make certaim ebservatiens abeut arrangements of value, Jor
example, ene can leek at these pages snly as sketches or exaetly as
sketches of semething: semething that prebdably exists im mere dimensioens
that cevld be straightferwardly Shetegraphe#d or painted, This is
why each werd sheuld be understeed te be loeking areund a cerner,

Se it 13 less abeut where we are geing and mere abeut how we are
getting there; perhaps this eche of eral culture inside of textual
cultire 13 ene 1ink that we sheuvld preserve with the material reality
that we find eurselves in, It's less about the individuval acters er
the comedies and tragedies thst they find themselves in, which we ceuvld
all be reviewing at length, It's less abeut the specific details of
Pepular culture or even scientific er technical culture, If we are
geing te think meamingful er dangereus theughts, we sheuld be ready te
think them ever the leng term; which means that the speeific techmelegies
and fads that we find familiar new will mestly sll have faded away and
been replaced with new oemes, At the same.time we have te think mediatie-
ally, which deesn't mean that we think enily im terms e¢f the afferdances
of this particular medium or that particular medium, dut that we must
think abeut media in general,

All the mere reasern net te get hung up en this er that fact o¢f this
or that present reality, er the echees of ene character or another
frem fiotien er frem histery. That will happen anyway, The larger
peint is te think abeut what these different mediatic surfaces, nmetwerks,
and cemplexes have been saying; te engage with them in much the same
way that me might listen te a cenversation, since after all a given
cenversation is just enre gpecific example of 2 media form, Se ef ceurss
we might read bosks or wateh films but we sheuld have forgetten all of
the detalils when it cemes time te sit dewn smd write or think, It is
‘impessible etherwise teo do anything but te engage with what's right im
frent of you: and again, that is prebdlematic if what we are trying te
de is te ENGAGE WITH WHAT IS. RIGHT IN FRONT QF US, Hepefully these
paradexes are self-illustrating amd gelf-explanatery. If there is
nething there tham nething can attach te these ideas; amnd the everall
Pre ject will ocrumble, just like many ethers have. What makes me Teel
at least semewhat cenfident is that this methed can be heeked together
with seme other forms of scaffelding, buildin:, and se en, If we den't
fully embrace all of the techniques ef histerical Art them it Seems as
though it will be impessidle for us te create anything mew, Se if I
am prepared te accepli that frem the perspective of writing this is just
anether ferm of apprenticeship, then I am resdy te preceed, If [ get
inte the swing of things and need te make seme ad justaents, JK, I will

be happy te de that withis reasen, altheugh I thimk that pickimg a

basic fermat and sticking with it is geing te be part of what makes
this werk,
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